THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
sonal case was technically not covered by any of the several
amnesties which had been proclaimed in Prussia from time to
time, I thought that some subordinate officer, either constru-
ing his duty with the strictness of a thorough Prussian, or
wishing to distinguish himself by a conspicuous display of
official watchfulness, might give me annoyance. I did not, in-
deed, entertain the slightest apprehension as to my safety,
but I might have become involved in sensational proceedings
which would have been extremely distasteful to me, as well
as unwelcome to the government. I therefore wrote to Mr.
George Bancroft, the American Minister at Berlin, requesting
Mm, if possible, to inform himself privately whether the Prus-
sian government had any objection to my visiting Germany
for a few weeks, and to let me have his answer at Bremer-
haven upon the arrival there of the steamer on which I had
taken passage. My intention was, in case the answer were
unfavorable, to sail at once over from Bremen to England
and to meet my family there. Mr. Bancroft very kindly com-
plied with my request and assured me in his letter, which I
found at Bremerhaven, that the Prussian government not only
had no objection to my visiting Germany, but that I should be
welcome.

I had hardly been twenty-four hours at Wiesbaden when
I was called upon by the president of the police department
(Polizei-Praesident) of the province, a high dignitary, who
introduced himself as an old university acquaintance and in
the most affable manner bade me welcome, assuring me also
that it would give him the sincerest pleasure to be of service
to me during my stay. He added that he hoped I would visit
Berlin before my return to the United States, for I would see
many things there which would probably please me as an old
Fortjr-eighter.n American citizen's knowledge of a foreign
